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This is not a legal document. The explanations and definitions are not
legal definitions. In case of a discrepancy between the language in this
document and the relevant legislation or regulations, the legal text in the
legislation and regulations prevails.

For legal information, see the:

Immigration and Refugee Protection Act
Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations

This information will help you complete the forms and guide you through
the application process.

https://www.canada.ca/en.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/immigration-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides.html
https://www.canada.ca/en.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/I-2.5/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2002-227/index.html
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Before You Apply

The Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot

Canada encourages applications for permanent residence from people
with abilities, education and work experience that will contribute to the
Canadian economy.

The Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot is a community-driven
program. It’s designed to spread the benefits of economic immigration to
smaller communities by creating a path to permanent residence for
skilled foreign workers who want to work and live in one of the
participating communities.

Who may use this application?

You may apply through the Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot if you
meet the eligibility requirements and plan to settle permanently in one of
these participating communities:

North Bay, ON
Sudbury, ON
Timmins, ON
Sault Ste. Marie, ON
Thunder Bay, ON
Brandon, MB
Altona/Rhineland, MB
Moose Jaw, SK
Claresholm, AB
Vernon, BC
West Kootenay (Trail, Castlegar, Rossland, Nelson), BC

Eligibility requirements
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To be eligible for this program, you must meet the minimum
requirements outlined below.

Intend to live in the community

To participate in the pilot, you must plan to live in the community.

Work Experience

Note: If you graduated from a Canadian public post-secondary institution
in the community, you may be exempt from the work experience
requirement below. Please see, “International students” section to see if
you qualify for an exemption.

Note: Due to work interruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
you’re now exempt from the requirement to accumulate work
experience over a continuous period.

You can now accumulate qualifying work experience of at least 1
year of full-time work (or an equal amount in part-time) within the
last 3 years, whether that work experience is continuous or not.

All other requirements for work experience and eligibility criteria
must be met.

You must have the following work experience:

within the last three years, you have accumulated at least one year
of continuous, full-time (or part-time equivalent) work experience in
any occupation in the National Occupational Classification (NOC) (See
exemption above);
you have performed the actions in the lead statement of the NOC;
you have performed a substantial number of the main duties of the
NOC, including all of the essential duties;



https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Home/
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your work experience must be from paid work (volunteer work or
unpaid internships do not count);
you worked overseas or in Canada ( as long as you were legally
authorized to work in Canada as a temporary resident).

For more information, see National Occupational Classifications.

Any periods of self-employment will not be included when calculating the
period of qualifying work experience.

Work experience acquired during a period of study is allowed, as long as
the work hours did not exceed what was authorized.

Note: Full–time work experience means working at least 30 paid
hours per week. You can count part-time work toward the work
experience requirement as long as you have gained the equivalent
amount of experience as someone who worked full-time for at least
one year (1560 hours).

Job Offer

You must have a job offer that is:

from an employer that carries on business in the community,
full time and non-seasonal,
for an indeterminate period (no end date),
at the same skill level, 1 level above or 1 level below the NOC that
applies to your work experience.

Note: If your experience is in NOC skill level D, then the job you’re being
offered must be in the same occupation.

For example

NOC 0 job offer: work experience in NOC 0 or A
NOC A job offer: work experience in NOC 0, A or B



http://noc.esdc.gc.ca/English/NOC/Welcome.aspx?ver=16
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/
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NOC B job offer: work experience in NOC A, B or C
NOC C job offer: work experience in NOC B or C
NOC D job offer: work experience in the same occupation

We’ll review the main duties of your job offer to confirm that it meets the
NOC skill level.

You must submit an “Offer of Employment to a Foreign National - Rural
and Northern Immigration Pilot (IMM 5984)” with your application. Your
employer must complete this form and send you a copy to include with
your application. You must read and sign the declaration at the
bottom of the form.

Working in Canada

You must show that you meet the employment requirements of the job
you are offered. These may include education, training or other
qualifications in the NOC description. For regulated occupations, you do
not need to meet Canadian licensing requirements.

Although qualifications assessment and licensing are not needed for the
Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot, you should be aware of these
issues when considering immigrating to Canada.

See “Planning to Work in Canada” (PDF, 2.12 MB) for more information.

Regulated occupations

Twenty percent of people working in Canada work in jobs that are
regulated to protect the health and safety of Canadians. Examples
include:

nurses
engineers
electricians
teachers

https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/ircc/migration/ircc/english/pdf/pub/workbook-national.pdf
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Provincial and territorial regulatory bodies are responsible for:

establishing entry requirements for individual occupations;
recognizing prior credentials, training and experience; and
issuing licences required to practice.

The recognition process varies between provinces and territories and
between occupations. Recognizing qualifications and issuing licenses can
generally only be done in Canada. The process can take time. You may be
asked to:

provide documentation of qualifications
do a language exam (which may differ from those needed for
immigration)
complete a technical exam (with accompanying fee)
do supervised work

Non-regulated occupations

For non-regulated occupations, there are no set requirements and there is
no legal requirement to get a licence. The employer will set the standards
and could ask for registration with a professional association.

Qualifications assessment

A qualifications assessment is advice on how qualifications from another
country compare to Canadian qualifications. An assessment does not
guarantee that:

a regulatory body will issue you a licence to practice
your credentials will be accepted by a Canadian employer

However, having your qualifications assessed will help you understand
the Canadian educational system and help you with your job search.

To have your qualifications assessed by one of the provincial evaluation
services, consult the Foreign credentials referral office.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/education-assessed-how.html
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Recommendation from a designated Economic Development
Organization

Before you can apply to immigrate to Canada through the Rural and
Northern Immigration Pilot, you must first receive a recommendation
from the designated Economic Development Organization (EDO) of a
participating community. You need to apply directly to the EDO for a
recommendation. Each EDO has its own recommendation application
procedures. However, IRCC has the authority to make the final decision
on an application for permanent residence using existing selection and
admissibility criteria. This includes security, criminal, and medical
screening for candidates with a recommendation in one of the
participating communities.

For more information about how to apply to a participating community
refer to:

Find a Participating Community

International students (Work experience exemption)

If you are an international student who graduated with a degree, diploma,
certificate or trade or apprenticeship credential from a Canadian public
post-secondary institution located in the community, you are exempt
from the work experience requirement.

To qualify for this exemption, you must have graduated with

1. A credential from a 2+ year-long post-secondary program and you

a. were studying as a full-time student for the full duration of the 2+
years

b. received the credential within 18 months before your application
for permanent residence

c. were in the community for at least 16 months of the last 24
months spent studying to obtain your credential

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/community-partners.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/community-partners.html
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or
2. A master’s degree or higher and you

a. were studying as a full-time student for the duration of your
degree

b. obtained your degree within 18 months before your application
c. were in the community for the length of your studies

You cannot apply as an international student if your credentials are from
a program in which

studying English or French made up more than half of the program
distance learning made up more than half of the program
a scholarship or fellowship was awarded that requires you to return
to your home country to apply what you learned

Note: Make sure your credential meets these requirements before
you apply if you do not have the necessary work experience.
Applications that do not meet the eligibility requirements when
applying will be refused.

Education

To apply for the Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot, you must meet the
education requirements below:

You must have a high-school diploma, post-secondary certificate or
degree that is valid and equal to a Canadian equivalent.
If you did not complete your studies in Canada, you’ll need an
Educational Credential Assessment (ECA) to show that your studies
are equal to a Canadian secondary or post-secondary certificate,
diploma or degree.
Your ECA report must be less than five years old on the date we
receive your application.



http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=681&top=29
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Language requirements

You must meet the minimum language requirements in the Canadian
Language Benchmark (CLB) or the Niveaux de competence
linguistique canadiens (NCLC) for listening, speaking, reading and
writing based on the NOC category that applies to the job offer in the
community.
You will need to do mandatory language testing and submit your
results with your application.
If you have already done language testing, your test results must not
be more than two years old on the date your application is received.

The minimum language requirements for each NOC category are

NOC 0 and A: CLB/NCLC 6
NOC B: CLB/NCLC 5
NOC C and D: CLB/NCLC 4

Funds needed to settle in Canada

The government of Canada provides no financial support to new
immigrants. You must prove that you have enough money unencumbered
by debts or obligations to support yourself and your family members after
you arrive in Canada.

You must submit proof with your application to show that you have
enough money to support yourself and your family after you arrive in
Canada. Examples of documents you can submit are:

current bank statements or certification letter
proof of your savings balance
deposit statements

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/pr-eligibility.html#language
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/language-testing.html
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Note: You do not have to submit this proof if you are already
working in Canada with a valid work permit.

You cannot borrow this money from another person. You must be able to
use this money to pay the costs of living for your family (even if they are
not coming with you).

The amount of money you need to support your family is set by the size of
your family and are based on 50% of the low income cut-off totals for
rural areas. We update these amounts every year on the IRCC website.

We strongly recommend that you research the cost of living in the
region of Canada where you plan to live. Bring with you as much money
as possible to make your establishment in Canada easier.

Disclosure of funds

If you arrive in Canada with an amount greater or equal to CAN$10,000, or
its equivalent in a foreign currency, you must tell this to the Canada
Border Services Agency (CBSA) officer. These funds could be in the form
of:

cash,
securities in bearer form (for example, stocks, bonds, debentures,
treasury bills), or
bankers’ drafts, cheques, travellers’ cheques or money orders.

Note: Failure to disclose funds can result in fines and imprisonment.

Biometric (fingerprints and photo) requirements





https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/rural-northern-immigration-pilot/proof-funds.html
http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/ttd-vdd-eng.html
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You and your family members may need to appear in person to have their
fingerprints and photograph (biometric information) taken at a biometric
collection service point.

Canadian citizens and existing permanent residents of Canada are
exempt from giving biometrics.

As of December 3, 2019, you need to give biometrics when you apply
from within Canada. You can go to a designated Service Canada
location.

Find out if you need to give biometrics.

If you have to give biometrics, you can give them after you:

pay for and submit your application and biometric fees, and
get a Biometric Instruction Letter (BIL) which will direct you to a list of
biometric collection service points you may choose from

You must bring the BIL with you to the biometric collection service point
to give your biometrics.

We encourage you to give your biometrics as soon as possible after
getting the BIL. We’ll start processing your application after we get your
biometrics.

Where to give your biometrics

You need to book an appointment to give your biometrics at one of
these official biometric collection service points.

   

    



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/campaigns/biometrics/where-to-give-biometrics.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/biometrics.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/campaigns/biometrics/where-to-give-biometrics.html

